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Answer the following questions:

Q1. Why do the courtiers call the prince, "The Happy Prince"? Is he really happy? What does he see all
around him?

Ans. As a live human being, when he lived in a beautiful palace, the Prince did not know or feel the
emotion "sorrow" because it was not allowed to enter ' The Walls of the Palace'. He would be always
pleasant and happy, therefore, the courtiers called him "The Happy Prince". He lived and died happily. But
now within this stone structure placed on a very high pedestal, the prince is very unhappy because he can
see all the ugliness and misery that is present in his city.

Q2. What are the precious things mentioned in the story? Why are they precious?

Ans. God told the angel to bring back two precious things from the city. The angel came back with the
leaden heart of the prince and the body of the dead bird. They were precious because the prince's leaden
heart had broken and the little bird had lost his life in the name of service to mankind. God appreciated
the angel's choice and said that the bird would sing forever in his garden of paradise and the Happy
Prince would praise the Lord in his city of gold.

Q3. Explain the use of symbolism by the author.

Ans. Friendship is a motif for the story due to the recurring act of the swallow, sacrificing his time and
distributing the prince's jewels to the less fortunate. The Prince's leaden heart symbolises immortality.
This is because when the Happy Prince is being melted, they could not melt his heart. The swallow
himself is a symbol of loyalty.

Q4. What did the swallow do when he realised that he was going to die? How did the Prince respond?

Ans. On realising that he was going to die, the swallow gathered his remaining strength and flew up to the
Prince's shoulder. He bid him goodbye and sought permission to kiss his hand. The Prince thought that
the swallow was going to leave for Egypt. He welcomed this decision and asked the swallow to kiss him
on lips instead, as he loved him.

Q5. Comment upon the reaction of the Mayor and his councillors.

Ans. Early one morning, when the Mayor and his councillors were walking in the square. they noticed that
the statue of the Happy Prince looked very shabby. The absence of the decorations were noticed and they
found it looking just a little better than a beggar. They are astounded to see a dead bird at his feet. The
author is being very satirical, when he remarks upon the proclamation that the mayor wanted to pass,
preventing birds from dying there. Unfortunately, these makers of law, did not know what was happening
around them, neither did they notice the precious stones and gold vanishing earlier. The bird and the
lifeless statue seemed to possess more humanitarian qualities than live human beings.


